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I dedicate this book to the person inside you that longs 

to live in the home where family gathers and memories 

are made. The haven God has always intented for you to 

live in.
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BARGAIN BUYS! 
Achieving a Designer Look on a Shoe String Budget
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Transforming 

your home 

into one 

with purpose and a 

designer look does not 

have to be expensive—

you just need to know 

which tips and tricks to 

use to achieve what you 

want. While you may 

have seen pricey furniture and home décor online, on television, in a magazine, 

or inside your favorite stores, you can easily acquire similar pieces inexpensively 

from stores that sell home goods at more affordable prices. Best of all, you can 

create many of these items yourself at just a fraction of the price!

Have there been times when you’ve gone into your favorite home furniture or 

design stores and thought, Really? How much? I would buy this in a heartbeat 

if it were less expensive! Or I could totally make this myself!
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My approach to creating a designer look I can afford begins with first taking 

time to browse my favorite “inspirational” stores and reflecting on what I see. 

Browsing at places like Pottery Barn, Z Gallerie, Pier 1 Imports, and Crate & 

Barrel; leafing through various designer décor magazines; and searching on 

Pinterest and Etsy and noting your favorite items is where you want to start! 

After looking at my “inspirational” stores, I take some time to think about 

what I saw and about what I want to create or add in my own home.

Then I like to visit some of my favorite “choice” stores. These are the places 

where I purchase and create the looks I love with a twist that suits my own 
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palette and price! Some of my favorites include Walmart, Hobby Lobby, the 

Dollar Store, American Furniture Warehouse, Target, Ross Stores, Marshalls, 

and thrift stores, to name a few. But the art is in creating the look you want. 

People who specialize in trades say, “It’s not the tools—it’s what you do with 

the tools you have.” 

When producing a look that I want, sometimes I take the time to make it 

myself, but it depends on what the item is and how much time I have to 

create it. The other variable is, I like the final cost to be a price I can afford. 

Remember, price may dictate your “choice” stores, but it will never dictate 

the “inspirational” stores from which you dream up and create the items you 

desire.

Now it’s time to discuss the specific “choice” stores I use and what I get 

there, as well as the DIY items I like to create…and the prices I pay. My goal 

is to give you some practical advice and inspiration to come up with some 

pieces on your own that suit your designer palette!
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Top “Choice” 
Stores to Buy 
D e s i g n e r -
L o o k i n g 
Décor

A 
 great number of 

stores sell home 

décor items at 

affordable prices.

One of my favorite places to buy furniture when I need it is at American 

Furniture Warehouse. I find classic-looking ottomans, one-of-a-kind chairs, 

and antique books that create a very put-together look in a home. AFW will 

actually sell their books on hand to you for $5, which is a total steal!

If you want to get some lovely décor items or create fantastic DIY projects, 
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Hobby Lobby is a fun place to go. I have purchased decorative bowls; 

the most vibrant, 

n a t u r a l - l o o k i n g 

flowers; picture 

frames; fabrics 

for DIY projects; 

and other choice 

items for less than 

$20! Pay particular 

attention to their 

sales on category 

items, such as 

flowers and picture 

frames, which 

happen every other 

week. Lastly, on 

every visit, I use my phone to pull up Hobby Lobby’s online coupon, saving 

me 40 percent on my highest-priced, non-sale item!

Walmart is one of my favorite stores to visit. I can create so many different looks 

out of their craft, wedding, cookware, and tableware sections. Great deals can 
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be found on beautiful glassware, vases, cake plates, and lamp shades. When 

I need an item on the fly or at night when all the other stores are closed, this 

is a perfect place 

to go! Colored 

candles, bathroom 

towels (don’t wash 

these ones too 

much!), curtain 

rods, and white 

sheer curtains—my 

favorite to make a 

room look soft—

can be purchased 

for just $5! I’ve also 

bought Christmas 

wreaths and black 

circle mats to cluster 

décor on my counters. Some of these items cost so little, and you can easily 

use them to dramatically change the style of your home!

Target has deals on tablecloths, rich green towels for the bathroom (which 
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can be very hard to find), and wall hooks for those small entryways. This 

is also a great place to shop for elegant accessories to enhance the look 

of your home.

One tip I would like to offer here is, if you see an item you like that is 

“expensive,” give yourself some splurge room once in a while. Purchase 

these expensive items as central pieces to complement and build around!

One of the last of my “choice” stores is the Dollar Store. It was there 

that I found the most amazing wineglasses. I couldn’t even find them 

in department stores! I looked all over for some rich green wineglasses, 

and I found them at the dollar store. Sometimes you’ll need to go to a 

few locations to find a whole set, but it is totally worth it!

Again, the key to shopping at these stores is first identifying the look you 

are trying to achieve in your home. Once you know the prices of the items 

you are searching for, you can so easily mimic the more expensive styles 

with a little creativity. Try going online to eBay or Amazon and getting 

some of these items delivered to your door! Or try a thrift store—you will 

be surprised at the amazing deals you can find!
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DIY Designer Décor

Some very simple things can be done to achieve a designer 

look in your home—I do it all the time. Many items that are 

beautiful in and of themselves can be picked out in stores. 

And when they are added to the home, they create a designer look that 

is attractive to guests and—if you are trying to sell your home—buyers.

Great pieces 

of simple, but 

classy, art can 

be found on 

sale at various 

stores, such as 

Hobby Lobby, 

Marshalls, Ross 

Stores, and T.J. 

Maxx. When 
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you need a punch of color or an artistic look for your room, finding a 

piece of art at a great price can do wonders. Something I like to do is 

match monochromatic flowers in a beautiful vase with a piece of art or a 

painting—this creates a very designer look for the room. Simply take a 

look first at the style that you want to create in the room. Then pick your 

flowers or artwork, and find that perfect complement. It’s great when 

you can find the exact flowers featured in a painting, but you can also 

look at a painting and pick out a subtle color to accentuate with your 

flowers. You will know when you have a match!

One trick I like is 

exemplified with 

this particular vase 

next to the apples 

in this photo. It is 

an inexpensive glass 

vase that I painted 

with black watercolor 

paint. I got a good 
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amount of paint and just let it drip down the vase. Another option you 

can use to enhance artwork is fruit in a decorative bowl on top of a 

table. And, as I mentioned before, sheer curtains can create a simple 

and elegant look. 

For the dinette, you can create your own table by purchasing one at a 

garage sale or a thrift store. Sand the table, repaint it, and then sand 

it again to create 

a rustic look. You 

can then find a 

c o m p l e m e n t i n g 

tablecloth, and 

look for some 

fabric to create 

your own napkins. 

They can look very 

chic and are quick 

and inexpensive to 

make with a sewing 

machine. One of 
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the trendy décor 

moves now is to get 

a neutral table and 

add designer-looking 

chairs around it—

which you can get at 

American Furniture 

Warehouse. Potted 

greens can also create 

a fresh look for the 

home, and you can 

find them at Walmart.

One of my signature 

items—one that I have found a great affinity for—is creating table 

trays. I love these because I can find scrapbook pictures that have a 

very modern look and place them in a picture frame. All I need is the 

picture frame, and handles from the hardware store on each side finish 

the look. This is a great item to use in the living room, or in a bedroom 

for a cozy bed-and-breakfast look! I also keep these in my kitchen for 
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serving coffee or wine at dinner.

A DIY project that I like to do for Christmas is creating Cinnamon-scented 

Ornaments. They make the home smell delicious! 

All you will need 

is 2 tbsp. of tacky 

glue, 1 c. of ground 

cinnamon, and ¾ c. 

of applesauce. Mix 

these ingredients 

together, and form 

your cookies with 

a cookie cutter. 

Bake them at 200 

degrees, and let 

them cool and 

harden before 

adding them to your Christmas tree. 

Everyone will experience that beautiful aroma whenever they walk near 

your tree. Just one of these cookies goes for about $8, and you can 
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make more than thirty in one baking session!

And one last trick: A quick way to freshen the look of a room, or to change 

it entirely, is to simply use pillow covers! Change your color scheme or 

update your look just by mixing 

and matching your pillow covers. 

These can be found for only $5 

each at Hobby Lobby!

My hope is that you’ve gotten 

some helpful pointers to affordably 

decorate your home. Updating 

your décor or creating your dream 

room doesn’t have to break the 

bank. Look around for inspiration 

and go after it—unleash your 

creativity! A little patience, a little 

work, and some simple ingenuity can get you big results!


